Microbiology and immunology in patients with leg ulcers.
Aspects of the bacteriological and immunological status of patients with leg ulcers who also need podiatric treatment have been examined. Qualitative and quantitative bacteriological analyses of 52 patients have provided values for the numbers and types of bacteria present. A simple survey of the immunological status of 11 of the patients was also undertaken. The results of the bacteriological survey are consistent with those of other workers, while the results of the immunological studies are sufficiently heterogeneous to warrant a further dedicated study of a longitudinal nature. Because of the numbers of bacteria isolated, the range of bacterial species identified and uncertainties about the immunological status of the patients and others attending multi-clinic sites, it is suggested that in order to safeguard all patients, personnel and the immediate environment, clearly defined special procedures for infection control should be in place.